
Member Meeting 

BBOORRDDEERRSS,,  IIMMMMIIGGRRAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  CCIITTIIZZEENNSSHHIIPP  BBIILLLL  
DATE: 30th Sept 2009 

VENUE: The Irish Cultural Centre, Hammersmith 

 
GUEST SPEAKERS  
UKBA - Benjamin Brown - Earned Citizenship and Marriage Policy, Immigration 
Policy (Lead) 
ILPA - Alison Harvey - General Secretary  
 
RCOs would benefit greatly from this meeting, since most of you would have some 
questions about particular concerns for refugees and others granted protection 
status in the UK. We also feel that this meeting would provide us more insight into 
any possible action we could take to ensure the fair and humane treatment of those 
who come to seek sanctuary in this country.  
For more information on the bill, see:  
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/bordersimmigrationandc

itizenship  

 

* If you wish to participate please contact us  
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IMMIGRATION & CITIZENSHIP NEWS 

Zimbabwe Association together with the Refugee Council has undertaken a 
research which reveals that by denying so many asylum seekers the entitlement 
to work, there are many skills that the UK is losing. The study uncovered the 
range of professions and training among Zimbabweans who are currently in the 
UK, but who are not allowed to work. 

Since 2002, almost all asylum seekers in the UK have been prevented from 
working. People who have waited many years for a decision on their claim, or 
people who have been turned down but are unable to go back because their 
country remains unsafe, are forced to rely on the small state support available to 
them or have just been left destitute  because they are prevented from working 
by the UK government. To read more see: 
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/news/press/2009/july/20090714.htm For the 
full report see: 
http://www.zimbabweassociation.org.uk/docs/I%20hate%20being%20idle.pdf 

HM chief inspector of prisons, Dame Anne Owers has published a short thematic 
review of gaps in the safeguards for immigration removal. It exposes the 
government's continued bad treatment of individual applicants for asylum or 
immigrant status  are treated by the UK Border Agency (UKBA). To read more 
see: http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/libertycentral/2009/aug/18/uk-
border-agency 

Government advisers have warned that the UK must not consider significantly 
cutting down the number of skilled migrant workers coming from outside Europe 
to fill jobs here simply because of the turmoil in the labour market. 

The government's migration advisory committee (Mac) have rejected the idea as 
a response to the economic downturn. To read more see: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/aug/19/skilled-migrant-workers-recession 

In a letter to UKBA, the Greater London Volunteering (GLV), the umbrella body 
for volunteer centres in London, have criticised the Government’s plans for fast 
tracking the citizenship applications of migrants who do voluntary work calling it 
impractical and going “...against the principles of volunteering.”  
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The letter also states that "everyone, 
including refugees and migrants, 
should be encouraged and enabled to 
volunteer, but volunteering should 
always be free from coercion". To 
read more see: 
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/News/D
ailyBulletin/928806/Vounteer-
centres-condemn-fast-track-
citizenship-
plans/508AC6A277EAB797489E456B4
7DDBEC4/? 
 

Funding Opportunities 
 
Comic Relief 
Closing Date: 13th November 2009 & 5th 

March 2010 
Grants to support projects within the 
areas of; Mental Health, 
Domestic and Sexual Abuse, Refugee and 
Asylum Seeking Women, Sports for 
Change, Young People aged between 11 
and 25, and Local Communities. 
 

 Average grant of between 
£25,000 and £40,000 per year. 

 Cover both running and capital 
cost. 

 For further information contact: Comic 
Relief UK, 5th Floor, 89 Albert 
Embankment, SE1 7TP. Tel: 020 7820 
5555 Email: ukgrants@comicrelief.com or 
visit the 
website: 
http://www.comicrelief.com/apply_for_a
_grant/our_uk_and_international_grants
_strategy 

 
* We offer assistance to RCO with 
writing funding proposals. 

Training Opportunities 
 

Community Research 
22

nd
 September 2009 

10 – 4pm 
The Resource Centre, 356 Holloway Road, 

London N7 6PA. 
 

 
Free one day course for refugee and 
asylum seeker organisations. 
 
Contact Evelyn Oldfield Unit 
developmentteam@evelynoldfield.co.
uk or call Sarah Menzies, 
Development Worker, for further 
details on 020 7700 8213.  
 

Financial Management Training 
22nd September 2009 

The Resource Centre, 356 Holloway Road, 
London N7 6PA 

 
Improve, update and manage your 
organisation’s finances with free 
training from the Evelyn Oldfield Unit.  
 
The training is divided into two half 
day sessions.  You can book both, or 
just the one that interests you. 
 
Budget Basics: 9.30am – 12.30pm 
Petty Cash Essentials: 1.30pm – 
4.30pm 
             
Contact 
developmentteam@evelynoldfield.co.
uk or call Tracy Williams, 
Development Worker for further 
details on 020 7700 8213.  
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Hall Hire 

  
HHOORRNN  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  HHAALLLL  

 
Cocoon House, Market Approach, off Lime Grove, Shepherds Bush, London, W12 8EE 

Tel:020 8743 8246 / Email: Hacg86@hotmail.com 

 
Room Booking And Associated Costs 2009 

HORN Community Hall is available on a daily basis from 9am to 10pm. Minimum hire for the 
conference hall is 2 hours and you also have access to our smaller section on some occasions 
when hall is pre booked three months in advance. Price £25.00 p.h. for local groups. 
 
MINIMUM HIRE ON HALL ON WEEKENDS IS FOUR HOURS. 
 

 Mon-Fri evening availability varies throughout the year. Please call for details. 

 The hall may be hired all days on Sundays throughout the year. 

 A security deposit is required for private functions in the hall. 

 Equipment, a sound engineer, refreshments and catering available on request (extra 
costs will apply) 

 

Kurdish Cultural Centre  

            
A company registered in London No: 2459783 

A registered Charity No: 800883 
14 Stannary Street 
London SE11 4AA 

Tel: 020 7735 0918    Fax: 020 7582 8894 
e.mail : admin@kcclondon.org.uk      www.kcclondon.org.uk 

Hire a Hall for Your Event 
KCC Hall to Hire 

 
The newly refurbished hall located at strategic place and easy to access between Oval and 
Kennington Station. It is only 5 minutes away from each station. 
 
Capacity: over 120 people kitchen facility and disability access.  
 
Suitable for variety purposes such as meeting, conference, receptions and other community 
gathering. 
 
Economical price for different occasions and celebration at different prices starts from £30 p/h. 
for more information please contact the above phone number. The price includes 160 Chairs and 
20 Square Tables.  

 

mailto:Hacg86@hotmail.com




 


