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IMMIGRATION & CITIZENSHIP NEWS

Asylum Seekers living in squats in Calais

In July, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) set up a Calais office to help people claim
asylum in France, Italy or elsewhere in Europe. But many of these refugees still
want to come to the UK because they perceive their life prospects to be better
here. The Guardian reports on the situation of Eritrean Asylum Seekers living in
filthy squats while attempting to cross into Britain. Some go to the extreme
measure of burning their hands in the mistaken belief that it will remove their
fingerprints. To read more See:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/jul/30/calais-eritreans-asylum-seekers For

pictures See: http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/gallery/2009/jul/30/eritrea-
refugee-squat-calais

Britain abstains from voting for £1.46 billion of relief funds to Sri Lanka

on 24™ July, Britain’s non-participation in a vote at the International Monetary
Fund to give $2.4bn (£1.46 bn) to Sri Lanka made clear its discontent over the
country's treatment of Tamil refugees. It indicates the degree of unease in
London over the handling of the humanitarian crisis in Sri Lanka following the
government's recent victory in its civil war against the Tamil Tigers. The US,
Germany and France also abstained. To read more See:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/jul/25/britain-sri-lanka-imf-loan-vote
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Destitute Refugees forced to eat from
Bins
A detailed audit by Joseph Rowntree
Charitable Trust highlights the
desperate plight of Refugees unable
to return to Iraq, Iran, Eritrea and
Zimbabwe. Refused asylum seekers in
Britain from four of the world's most
troubled countries, are sleeping rough
and eating from bins. The report lists
273 destitute people in the city,
including 30 children and 11 elderly
dependants, who fall into the "limbo"
category, a third of whom have been
destitute for more than a year. The
report also criticizes the government
for ignoring the calls to end
destitution for this relatively small
group of people who are in this
situation, as many of them have skills
that could help the British economy if
they were allowed to work. One of the
charities reported the alleged rape of
a woman rough sleeper and the
suicide attempt of a man refused
asylum To read more See:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/j
ul/08/asylum-seekers-rowntree-
report/print

Sheffield City Council@ vote for
proposal to allow asylum seekers to
work

Sheffield City Council’s Sustainable
Communities Panel has voted to
submit a new proposal based on the
Sustainable Communities Act to allow
asylum seekers to work. To read more
See:
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/ne
ws/news/2009/july/20090706.htm

Member Meeting on the
BORDERS, IMMIGRATION
AND CITIZENSHIP BILL

DATE: 30" SEPT 2009
VENUE: London Refugee Voice
Hall

GUEST SPEAKERS
UKBA - Benjamin Brown -
Earned Citizenship and Marriage
Policy, Immigration Policy

ILPA - Alison Harvey - General
Secretary

RCOs would benefit greatly from this
meeting, since most of you would
have some questions about particular
concerns for refugees and others
granted protection status in the UK.
We also feel that this meeting would
provide us more insight into any
possible action we could take to
ensure the fair and humane treatment
of those who come to seek sanctuary
in this country.

For more information on the bill, see:
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/
sitecontent/newsarticles/bordersimmi
grationandcitizenship

To participate please Call or
email us
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* Capacity Building Opportunity for your organisation
X Qome & Take Part

bringing rights to e British Institute of Human Rights Poverty Project
Training on how we can use human rights to strengthen our

voice and influence with policy makers

Initial Training Dates: end of September (travel will be reimbursed). For more
information go to: http://www.lrv.org.uk/2009/06/18/151/ * Call or email us
to participate

Ready for Ramadan? Here@a great a great tip
for a refreshing break-fast drink

Watermelon squash
Ingredients:

2 Kg watermelon
% cup sugar (alter to suit taste)
5 cups water

Preparation:

Slice the watermelon, remove seeds and dice it into very small pieces. Add the
sugar and squash the watermelon and sugar together, then add the water and
stir until all sugar dissolves. Serve chilled.

Note: If you prefer your squash smooth, use a blender to make this.

* London Refugee Voicds always welcomingnew members. To joinus
for free or to renew your membership to ensure that you get your Voice
heard, please go tchttp://www.lrv.org.uk/join -Irv/, or email info@Irv.or g.uk
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